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Our	AIM:	

SiC	is	a	group	of	like-minded	local	people	commiEed	to	making	Chichester	a	
welcoming	place	for	refugees	and	asylum	seekers.	We	do	this	by	using	our	
diverse	skills,	energy	and	enthusiasm	to:	
	
•  increase	knowledge	and	tolerance	of	issues	relaOng	to	refugees	and	asylum	

seekers	
	
•  understand	and	meet	the	needs	of	refugees	and	asylum	seekers	(locally/	both	

locally	and	further	afield)	
	
We	have	strong	values	of	inclusivity,	collaboraOon	and	transparency.	



What do we DO?

We	work	with	others	

To	provide	informa6on	on	our	
website,	to	the	local	media	
and	directly	to	individuals	and	
groups.	This	includes:	
-  PosiOve	publicity	
-  Factual	informaOon/	myth-

busOng	
-  Being	visible	in	Chichester	

(aEending	local	events,	
undertaking	school	visits,	
engage	with	local	
businesses)	

Our	aim	is	to	encourage	
dialogue	and	understanding	
within	our	local	community	

We	link	with	other	groups	
including:	
-  Local	voluntary	groups,	

chariOes	and	churches	
-  Chichester	District	Council	

and	WSCC	Nearby	groups	
working	with	refugees	e.g.	
RRN,	Worthing4Refugees,	
Eastbourne	Networx.	

-  Other	Sanctuary	groups	
-  Groups	supporOng	those	in	

camps	e.g.	‘Don’t	Hate,	
Donate’.	

We	want	to	collaborate	with,	
support	and	learn	from	others	
involved	in	the	same	work.	

	
	
	
	
	
Fund-raising	to:	
	
- Meet	the	needs	of	local	
refugees	and	asylum	seekers.		

- 	Provide	emergency	assistance	
to	those	in	temporary	camps	
abroad.	

-To	develop	resources	to	enable	
our	volunteers	to	work	
effecOvely.	



We	work	with	refugees	and	asylum	seekers	

	
	We	provide	Social	
support:	
We	seek	to	assist	
integraOon	and	build	
confidence	by	
accompanying	refuges	
and	asylum-seekers	to	
medical	and	official	
appointments.		
	

Language	teaching:	
We	provide	structured	
1-1	language	support	
and	informal	
opportuniOes	to	
pracOce	English.	We	
work	with	Asphaleia	to	
complement	their	
tuiOon.	

Prac6cal	help	with	
immediate	needs:	
	We	will	provide	a	
drop-in	centre	to	
provide	general	
advice	and	support	to	
refugees,	asylum	
seekers	and	our	
volunteers.	

We	support	statutory	
and	contracted	
providers:	
We	work	closely	with	
the	Foyer	to	idenOfy	
the	specific	needs	of	
their	residents	and	to	
design	acOviOes	to	
address	them.		

	
	
Accommoda6on:	
We	will	acOvely	seek	
to	source	properOes	
for	the	Syrian	
Vulnerable	Persons	
ReseElement	Scheme	
and	supported	lodging	
for	Unaccompanied	
Asylum	Seekers	aged	
16	and	17.	
	
	
	
	

We	want	to	develop	
our	capacity	to	act	as	a	
lifeline	in	hard	6mes:	
We	work	with	local	
supermarkets	to	
redistribute	unsold	
food	and	will	develop	
our	capacity	to	
provide	emoOonal	and	
pracOcal	support	in	
Omes	of	hardship.	

Mental	Health	
Support	and	help	for	
Transi6on:	
We	will	help	people	to	
access	mental	health	
and	other	specialist	
support	and	will	share	
our	concerns	with	
NHS	staff	in	line	with	
our	safeguarding	
policy.	

We	will	meet	religious	
and	cultural	needs:	
By	building	links	with	
faith	groups	locally,	we	
will	idenOfy	ways	to	
work	effecOvely	with	
them.	We	will	promote	
mutual	understanding	
of	our	culture	and	that	
of	our	refugees	and	
asylum-seekers.	



	
As	members	of	Sanctuary	in	Chichester:	

	

We		are	not	a	talking	shop,	nor	are	we	idealisOc	or	foolishly	opOmisOc	
	
We	are	compassionate,	acOve,	commiEed,	resilient,	diverse,	skilled,	energeOc	
and	ambiOous.	
	
We	want	the	people	of	Chichester	to	understand	and	support	our	work.	
	
We	want	refugees	and	asylum	seekers	to	feel	welcome,	safe,	valued,	supported,	
hopeful	and	to	be	able	to	contribute.	



Lobbying	and	Advocacy	

We	will	work	construcOvely	to	influence	those	whose	decisions	and	acOons	
impact	on	the	lives	of	asylum	seekers	and	refugees.	We	seek	registered	charity	
status	and	will	work	within	statutory	guidance	in	relaOon	to	any	campaigning	or	
advocacy	we	undertake.		
	
Where	members	of	Sanctuary	in	Chichester	want	to	lobby	against	naOonal	or	
local	decisions	or	policy,	this	will	be	done	in	their	capacity	as	private	ciOzens.	
No-one,	including	members	of	the	commiEee,	should	claim	to	speak	for	
Sanctuary	in	Chichester	as	an	organizaOon.	


